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with their troops. But even to this demand the Council
returned a flat refusal. It was only the arrival of revised
instructions for Harlund from Home that made him stop
in his path and send an implied disavowal of his former
conduct. According to Stone, (vide p. 164) it was only
this changed attitude of Harland that compelled the Nawab
to begin persuading the Marathas not to ravage the
Camatic.
Alexander Wynch, who was a member of Pigot's
Council even as early as 1765, became provisional Gover-
nor from February 1773 (when Du Pre departed), till
December 1775, when Pi got arrived to take charge of the
Governorship for a second lime.    The principal event of
Wyach's Governorship was the conquest of Tanjore for
Nawab Wai a j ah on the ground that its ruler had not ren-
dered any tribute.    The Council, urged by Harland, sent
a contingent under General Joseph Smith to assist the
Nawab.   British and Oamatic troops began the siege of
the fort of Tanjore in August 1773 and captured the place
on the 17th September following.   It was made over to the
Nawab who occupied the kingdom and imprisoned the
Bajah.    The fort of Vallam, a few miles from Tanjore,
was garrisoned by the Company's troops.     The Nawab
claimed British help in recovering from the Dutch the
port of Nagoro and made a bargain with a committee of
British officers about the sum of money to be paid to them
in lieu of their share of the plunder.   There were afloat
rumours to the effect that the British officers might refuse
to fight the Dutch on the ground that such service was not
covered by their agreement with the Nawab.   Nawab
Walajah had probably designed to make his second and
favourite son,   Amirii '1-Umara,  the ruler  of Tanjore.
Wynch and the majority of the Council opposed the pro-
position which was, however, supported by General Smith
and two other members; and the matter had therefore to
be referred to the Bengal Council (July 1775).   Choc-
kappa Ghetty, a good ftiend and regular correspondent of
Governor Palk, and Manali Muthukrishna Mudali who
was for long the Company's Chief Merchant, have both
furnished material evidence about the doings of the
Nawab ys people at Tanjore, during their military occupa-
tion of the place.
When Pigot at last arrived at Madras in December
1775 with orders from the Directors to effect the restora-